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IBLCE Research Expression of Interest 
Frequently Asked Questions  

 

IBLCE is committed to funding world-class research with high potential for impact on 

promoting and protecting breastfeeding in low-income and developing countries. In 

response to this inaugural call (2017), IBLCE invites Expressions of Interest (EOI) for 

an innovative research program, seeking contemporary research approaches with 

the possibility of broad global reach and inclusion.  

The research program aims include (i) generating evidence on the impact, outcomes 

and capacity of the IBCLC at the individual, community and institutional levels and 

(ii) generating knowledge on approaches to introduce and scale up the IBCLC 

credential in countries where few or no IBCLCs exist. The Research Call 2017 

provides further detailed focus for the aims and the information required in the 

Expression of Interest.  

Applicants are asked to submit their Expression of Interest by 19 May 2017. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

The EOI describes research situated in "low-income and developing" countries. What 
definition is low income and developing countries based on? 
IBLCE is not targeting any specific definition; applicants are advised to provide a sound rationale (with 

reference to how the rationale is defined) within their Expression of Interest. 

 

Which countries is IBLCE targeting for this EOI? 
The Expression of Interest is open to all researchers who are looking to conduct an innovative 

research program that meets the specific aims stated in the Expression of Interest, and generates 

evidence on the impact of IBCLCs outcome at an individual, community and institutional level in both 

developing and developed countries. 

 
What kind of research are you hoping to encourage? Would it be directly correlated to "writing 
valid exam questions?" Or are you hoping to appeal to the same interests as those research 
projects in the Journal of Human Lactation (JHL)? Will the articles be published in JHL? Are 
you contemplating launching another journal? 
The research call is providing up to $450,000 over a three-year period for a piece of world-class 

research that will have high potential to impact upon promoting and protecting breast-feeding in low-

income and developing countries.  The panel will take a broad view of the outline of the proposed 
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studies submitted and assess these in relation to the quality and feasibility of the proposal in meeting 

the specific aims of the research program.  There needs to be a clear focus on IBCLCs as per the 

research call.  

 

The research call is not related to ‘writing valid exam questions’. It is anticipated that the study will be 

widely published in a range of international peer reviewed research related journals. There are no 

plans or inclination to launch another journal. This is not within the remit of the research call 2017. 

JHL does have a variety of research studies that may be of interest to the panel if the proposed study 

has potential to meet the aims of the research program. 

 

Please can you explain what criteria IBLCE is using to designate "low-income and developing 
countries"?  Are you basing it on the DAC?  And are you able to consider "low resource" 
situations such as breastfeeding support infrastructures in refugee camps, populations in 
transit, or displaced communities?  
The panel will take a broad view of the proposals submitted. In the EOI, please justify the rationale for 

the ‘low-income and developing countries’ or other situations proposed.  The purpose of the proposed 

research study is to meet the specific aims of the research program. 

 

Does the partnership need to be identified at this stage or can the partnerships be proposed 
for the Expression of Interest? 
No. There needs to be evidence provided that the proposed partnership has been established and 

involved in the proposed study from the early stages which includes preparing the EOI. 

 

Will the panel have preferred methodologies and methods for the study? 
No. The panel will have a broad view of the methodologies and methods proposed. This needs to be 

well explained and justified to convince the panel that the methodologies and methods proposed in 

the design of the study will meet the specific aims of the research program. 


